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Happy Christmas everyone!





Christmas performances


Can I say a big thank you and well done to everyone who made our Christmas performances such a success. The children worked so hard to learn their lines, perfect the songs and put their all into the acting! But of course it would not have been so successful without the help and support of a lot of adults. So thank you for your support with costumes and script learning. Also a thank you to the adults in school who did such an amazing job of putting it all together. Finally, thank you to the Friends of Trowse for arranging the raffle for each performance.





Instrument lessons


We do have quite a few children who learn an instrument as part of the school day. Clarinet, saxophone, flute and keyboards are on our current list. In the New Year we have found a replacement guitar teacher and a violin teacher who would be able to come in to take individuals or small groups for instrument tuition. Both of the teachers will be coming into assembly in the new year to demonstrate the instruments to the children and a letter will be available for children to take home if they are interested. There is a charge for these extra tuition lessons which will be detailed on the letter. 





Our Cluster of schools


The education landscape is changing rapidly and I thought I’d take the time to explain how the schools in our cluster are working together to ensure we all move forward with continued success for the children in our care. This term we arranged a system of two Headteachers visiting one school to ask questions about the pupils’ academic performance data. The meetings are designed to be probing, with tough investigation by professionals who know the right questions to ask; ultimately checking that the school is doing it’s best to ensure academic standards are high, and in our case, maintained. A governor was invited to attend the meeting and found the process to be robust and very worthwhile.





Clubs


In the New Year, Film Club will continue on Mondays with our new ‘big screen’ purchased by the FOTS. It is a good time for new members to join. We have children mainly from Class 2 upwards, but there are a few members from Class 1 too. The children help to choose the films but we always have a variety, everything from up to date Disney Pixar productions to 1930s black and white comedy.


Mr Portman will be starting his Chess Club. It will be for a small number of the older children in the school. Look out for the permission letter!





Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of you!


Stuart Odell


Headteacher
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Playtime in the snow





If there is a lot of snow, we do like, where it is safe, to let the children go outside and enjoy it. Please make sure your children bring wellies, or an appropriate change of footwear, so they can go outside with their friends.








Have you heard of the Norfolk Children’s University? 





In the New Year the school will be undertaking an exciting project for the children in conjunction with the Norfolk Children’s University. I’ll let you know more in January, but if you can’t wait that long there is a website all about it. Just Google ‘Norfolk Children’s University’.

















We wish you a very Happy Christmas 


and a Peaceful New Year.








Spring Term starts on Wednesday 4th January





Test week 2012





The Key Stage 2 test week in 2012 is the week of the 14th May. Please do not book any family holidays for this week so we can make sure your child is here at this very important time. This is particularly important for Year 6 children who will be taking their national tests before going on to high school.
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Diary dates…


2011


Friday 16th December			Whole school trip the see the Pantomime 


packed lunches please


2012


Tuesday 3rd January			Staff training day


Wednesday 4th January		Spring Term starts for children


Wednesday 11th January		Height & Weight monitoring for Reception children (School Nurse)


Half Term holiday			13th – 17th February inclusive.


Thursday 23rd February		KS2 visit to Theatre Royal to see ‘Terrible Tudors’


Easter Holidays			2nd – 13th April inclusive.











Spring Term bad weather





The Spring Term is the normal time of year when many schools suffer from having to close due to snow. Should there be a lot of snow, I make the decision whether to stay open or to close, based primarily on how many staff can make it to work so the children are properly cared for. If not enough staff can make it to work, then the school has to close. Please listen to local radio and check on line for school closures. You will also receive a text as soon as the decision is made. 


If you are not receiving text messages from us, please make sure we have your correct mobile number.








